Mephedrone in Devon & Cornwall.

Mephedrone is a white or off-white powder usually sold on the internet as a legal high, often described as a plant food or a research chemical not for human consumption. It is usually administered by snorting or swallowing and if ingested has effects similar to MDMA producing euphoria, alertness, talkativeness and feelings of empathy. 

Although not currently prohibited mephedrone is dangerous. It can lead to anxiety, paranoia, fits and severe nosebleeds. More recently mephedrone has been linked to death.

Although Devon & Cornwall has not seen a dramatic increase in the drugs use the Force does appear to be following the national trend with police intelligence suggesting that the supply and use of mephedrone is being established across both counties.

Mephedrone is not distinguishable in appearance from illegal drugs and police officers will continue to seize items on suspicion of them being a controlled drug, with those in possession being arrested for Misuse of Drugs Act offences where grounds exist and the items seized for testing. If the seized drugs are found to be mephedrone no charges will follow under the Misuse of Drugs Act, but it is possible that other offences such as those under Intoxicating Substances Act 1985 could be brought.  If, after testing, the seized substance is identified as mephedrone the Force will retain and destroy the product.

As well as seizing this drug police continue to work with partner agencies to support individuals affected by misusing drugs. Our work includes close liaison with Drug and Alcohol Action Teams and work with our own Youth Intervention Officers who work with schools and youth groups to educate and warn young people about the dangers of drugs, both banned substances and these so called legal highs. 
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